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About us: The Journal of Financial Service Professionals is the oldest practitioner Journal 
in the financial services arena.  It is a blind peer-reviewed bimonthly publication 
that seeks to publish original scholarly articles covering all areas of financial 
services. The Journal’s 20,000 subscribers are practitioners, academics and 
policy makers in the financial services industry.   
 

Our goal: The goal of every article in our Journal is to provide unique information, ideas, 
insights and/or knowledge that will help a financial planner better serve his or 
her clients. We strive to promote research and professionalism to elevate the 
financial planning experience clients receive. 
 

Submission 
Criteria: 

Article submissions should be in what the author believes to be the “final form”.  
We regret that we cannot review draft copies.  However, if you would like to 
discuss the applicability of a topic, please contact our editor, Kenn Tacchino, at 
610-499-4328. 
 

Copyright 
Policy: 

The Society of Financial Service Professionals owns the copyright for all articles 
published in the Journal. We do not print articles that have been published 
elsewhere.  We ask authors to sign a copyright release form when his/her article 
is sent for peer review.  If we do not publish the submission, the copyright form 
is destroyed and the author retains the copyright. 
 
Potential authors sometimes ask about the possibility of “reworking” something 
that they have published in another journal or book and submitting it to our 
Journal for publication consideration.  Based on our copyright rules we are able 
to use “derivative” articles that are approximately 60% original (i.e., different 
from the material already published elsewhere).  
 

Review 
Process: 

Each submitted article is sent to several expert reviewers who evaluate the article 
for suitability, technical accuracy, originality, readability, and other pertinent 
factors.  The reviewers send their comments to the Editor who in turn may 
accept or reject the article based on the reviewers’ recommendations or may ask 
the author to revise the article in accordance with the reviewers’ comments.  It is 
our goal to have all articles reviewed within four to six weeks of submission 
(faster, if possible).   
 

Revision 
Process: 

After the review process is complete, an article may be (1) rejected, (2) 
published “as is” (very rare), or, (3) sent back to the author for revision based on 
suggestions provided by the reviewers.  Authors are not obligated to follow all 
suggestions, however, reviewer comments should be used to improve the article.  
Most authors who have addressed the reviewers’ comments in good faith will 
have their articles accepted at this point. 
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Submission 
Checklist: 

  Minimum of 8 pages and maximum of 25 pages (or 2,000-8,000 words) 
double-spaced with 12-point font. 

 
   Saved as a Word document (no PDF’s please). 

 
   Title page with article title (no more than 12 words) and contact information 

for all authors: name, designations, mailing address, phone number, fax 
number, and e-mail. 

 
   Abstract (50-100 words) at beginning of article. 

 
   Biographical sketch of each author (approximately 50 words) at the end of 

the article. 
 

   Writing style should be in third person tense with headings and subheadings 
but no company or brand names. 

 
   Citations provided in endnotes (not footnotes or references page). 

 
   Separate attachment should be sent containing original file (such as in Excel 

or PowerPoint) used to create graphs/charts. 
 

   Documents should be emailed to both the Editor and Assistant Editor: 
• Kenn Tacchino, Editor:  kbtacchino@widener.edu 
• Nicole Gilchrist, Assistant Editor:  journal@widener.edu 

 
Author’s 
Guide: 

A detailed Author’s Guide is available online at: 
http://www.financialpro.org/pubs/docs/author_guide.pdf 
 

 

Questions?  Call or email Nicole G. Gilchrist, Assistant Editor: 
610-499-1180   

journal@widener.edu 
 


